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measures. " Coercion " was probably the only means of
restoring order, at that stage, and, of course, had Gladstone
felt that he could not introduce it, he could have resigned
office. A Coercion Act was passed (1881). This meant that
the ordinary rights of the subject were suspended, the
police were given special powers, and magistrates could
imprison people " on suspicion " without trial. This roused
the Irish members to violent anger and opposition, and
finally Gladstone allowed Forster, who was Chief Secretary
in Ireland, to imprison Parnell himself, who had committed
no " crime ", though as head of the party he had great
responsibility for what occurred.
The mistake of such a policy was soon clear, for outrages
at once grew worse and more frequent. Gladstone made a
bargain with Parnell, called at the time by the nickname of
the " Kilmainhain Treaty " after the gaol in which Parnell
was imprisoned. Parnell was to induce his followers to stop
lawlessness, and Gladstone was to bring in a bill to help
peasants who were in arrears with their rent. Any hopes
that this pact might have worked, were destroyed by a poli-
tical murder. Some of the most violent Irish wished to
murder one of the political Secretaries, Burke. By mistake
they also murdered Lord Frederick Cavendish^ the Chief
(1882) gecretaiy^ as he was Walking with Burke in the Phoenix Park,
Dublin. This roused such a passion of anger in England
that, as Parnell (himself horrified at the murder) foretold,
all hope of conciliation vanished. A fresh Coercion Bill was
the direct result.
Yet Gladstone stuck to his principles.   It was clear that
Gladstone repression might punish crimes, but had no effect on the
Home grievances which drove men to commit them.    Gladstone
Rule saw this, and resolved that the Liberal Party must give Ire-
land what she wanted.   He could not convince all his fol-
lowers,  and  his  most  promising  young  Liberal, Joseph
Chamberlain, left the party on this issue (p. 870).    Still
Gladstone persevered, and in 1886 brought in his Home